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Welcome to Summer
Welcome to the May edition of
our newsletter.
In this edition:

Cup Final crowns a great first
season for Barford United
One year on – Sports Club
news a year after opening
Tennis practice gets off to a
positive start

Former Barford pupil is a
rising tennis star
Bowlers back to business
Views from our Children’s
Play Area
Inaugural Barford Golf
Society Day
Back to netball, the village
ladies return to the courts

Barford Family Festival – the
weekend programme for 9th
& 10th June
Children’s activities over
Summer Holiday by Warwick
District Council
What’s on – keeping you up
to date with all of the
recreational events at the field

Cup Final Winners
The newly formed team of Barford
United under 11s rounded off a
fantastic first season at the end
of April in the cup final against
Warwick Juniors where they
came out winners 4-1. A really
competitive match saw Barford
lift the trophy watched by proud
parents, supporters and coaches as
they were crowned champions.
It was a thrilling end to the
season and the team put in another
impressive display in a tightly
contested match.
Barford’s ‘keeper Shay kept
Barford in the match with a string
of great saves and a hat trick from
skipper Elliot helped win the
match.
The spirit and friendship of the
team was particularly evident as

captain of Barford turned and
gave his winning medal to team
mate Blake who missed the final
following an injury earlier in the
week. Great sportsmanship and a
cracking end to the season.
With a borrowed kit, the club’s
first match was played away
at Kenilworth Wardens on 4th

December which the team won 7-3.
From very modest beginnings,
donations from Patrons and, most
importantly, the very generous
support of Barford Community
Charity enabled the club to
purchase it’s own kit and attract
further significant sponsorship
from PlumbSave in Leamington.
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Congratulations

to Barford United Under 11s
on their successful first season
From Team Sponsors

Barford Netball are glad
to be back at KGF
After playing the winter elsewhere
due to lack of lighting, the Barford
Ladies Netball are happy to be back
on familiar ground at King George’s
Field. An article about the team in
the first edition of our newsletter
generated more interest in the group
and therefore newbies Sue,

Sophie, Clare and Lucy have
joined us since we moved
back on the 30th March. We
will be playing at the Family
Fun Day on the 10th June
so make sure to come and
support us on the day!
If you’re interested in
coming to play netball,
whether you’ve not played

Barford United continued
The club is now self-financing
and it hopes to use these monies
to be self sufficient in order to grow
the club in future. This may be for
such things as:
To contribute to maintenance of
the field for items over and
above JPC contracted services
To help develop coaches and
team through training courses
To help pay for ad hoc club
activities, replacement kit and
create a reserves fund
To pay to use floodlight training
facilities in either Wellesbourne
or Warwick over winter.
The club have already booked
winter pitches under lights in
Warwick for winter 2017 at a
cost of approx. £1,200 which has

been raised by weekly cake sales,
subscriptions and raffles.
On the pitch, the team have
played 22 matches – winning 13
and losing (only) 6. Goals scored
total 81 compared to 48 conceded.
The team also boasts the League’s
leading goal-scorer Elliot with 42
goals. A recent very narrow defeat
came in injury time against the
runaway league leaders Racing
Club Warwick so an extremely
credible result.
The club committee are planning
an end of season social function.
Six-a-side
tournaments
and
training sessions start in May for a
full season starting next September.
Club Chairman Mark Edwards said
“A lot of people have put in a lot
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since school or you fancy giving
something new a try, feel free
to come along and join us on a
Thursday evening. Typically, we will
do a warm up, followed by various
skill-based games and then a mini
match to finish. We play from 6:307:30 and it costs £3. If you’d like any
more information contact Ellie Lees
on 07796 150 286.

Barford Golf Society
of hard work to
get the children playing football
in their village. It’s all about seeing
them having fun, enjoying sport
and making lifelong friendships.
This first season has been way
beyond anything we could have
hoped for, so we are proud of
the kids and extremely grateful
for all the support, long may it
continue“. www.facebook.com/
BarfordUnitedFC

Barford Golf Society held its very
first stableford competition on
April 21st at Stratford Oaks Golf
Club near Snitterfield. The day
was attended by 32 players which
really was an incredible turn out,
from all different ages and golfing
levels. The day include a social
meeting for tea, coffee & bacon
rolls followed by a fun 18 holes of
golf paired up in groups of 3 or 4
balls. People, living in the same
village were meeting each other
for the first time. It was universally

enjoyed by all who attended.
Prize giving later at the Granville
in
Barford
awarded
James
Hawkesford a very well deserved
first prize, with Neal Benton second
and Tim Oliver 3rd. Other prizes
were for birdies scored, most lost
balls, nearest the pin, longest drive
and the wooden spoon so there
was a chance everyone could win
something! The next date is May
19th at The Menzies Welcombe,
Stratford Upon Avon.
At the
moment we are open to adults
3

only, but children can often be as
capable so would be considered
if interested providing they have
golf experience. To register your
interest, get in touch with Simon
Morgan at alvinsmate@gmail.com.
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One Year On
It’s just over a year since our Field
was opened by HRH The Duke
of Kent where a fantastic day was
celebrated by the community.
The first year of use of the new
facility has been one of settling in
for the public. The use of children’s
play area is extremely popular
especially after school times and
numbers have well exceeded use
of the old facility. It is noticeable
that use has continued throughout
the winter too.
The monthly monitoring of
bookings and use of MUGA and
tennis/netball courts have also
shown usage being well above
original forecasts submitted to
funders. Total individual uses are
approximately 1,000 per month
including school sessions. This is
almost twice the initial estimates
and not including folk who turn
up for casual play. 12,000 uses in a
year is an extremely positive total in

the first year.
Ten School sessions are pre
booked each week and the facilities
are made available for after school
sessions. There has been very strong
feedback from school with children
reportedly enjoying the wider
recreational opportunities which
they enjoy between lessons. They
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look forward to getting out into the
fresh air!
The final connections have been
done so that public toilets are now
ready for use and will be open
for use at certain times (see local
notice at Field).
We are all looking forward
to a busy summer at the Field
and remember to visit www.
barfordplayingfields.org to book
facilities or catch up on the latest
news.
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Harry s Progress
In July 2015 one of Barford St.
Peter’s pupils, Harry Lazell, left
the school where he had been
since the age of 5. As a talented
young tennis player he has
pursued his dream of playing
tennis whilst studying at Warwick
School. We caught up with him to
see how he is doing.
At the start of 2017 Harry was
picked to represent Team GB
in a friendly against a visiting
American team. The tie was
played in the National Tennis
Centre in London. Over 2 days
Harry played the top 3 Americans
managing to win 2 out of the
three singles matches.
Harry plays both Tennis
Europe as well as domestic
competitions. So far in 2017
Harry has participated in Tennis
Europe tournaments in France,
the Netherlands, Portugal and
Nottingham. He made the semifinals in the Netherlands losing
to the eventual winner, made the
semi-final in the boy’s doubles
in Portugal and he has just taken
the singles title in Nottingham

at Easter coming through some
tough matches. He saved match
point in the quarters which
lasted over 3 hours and ended
up winning 6-7, 6-1, 7-6. These
results have seen Harry improve
his ranking in Europe from 429 to
80 this year.
Over Easter Harry played in
an U14 National tournament in
Nottingham after a really tough
semi-final 4-6 6-3 (10-7) winning
the
championship
tiebreak
after being 5-0 down he went
on to take both the singles and

doubles titles. This has seen his
UK ranking in the U14 category
rocket up from 37 to 7.
Harry has been invited by the
LTA to join a training camp in La
Manga in May and is hoping to
play in a number of Category 1
Tennis Europe tournaments over
the summer.
Harry will also be part of Team
GB playing Italy in Sicily in June
and a grade 1 Tennis Europe
tournament the following week.
Well done Harry, Barford is
proud of you!

Dog Show Entrants Needed
Our ever popular Dog Show for
our four legged friends and their
owners returns as part of the fun
at the Field Festival on Saturday
10th June. Simply register your

dog on the day from 12noon –
2pm at the Field.
The Show will begin at 3pm.
It is NOT an agility competition
and there will be prizes and
6

certificates
up for
grabs from
our team
of judges.

Ladies Social Tennis Mixer
On Wednesday nights the ladies
are in action on the tennis courts
between 6 and 8pm. We are a
friendly bunch who like to have
a good natter over the nets at the
same time.
Be in no doubt that we are not
Wimbledon standard and most
of us haven’t played since school,
so it’s a great way to get back into

the game. It’s a drop in and out
session so don’t feel you are
obligated to come every week
or for the full two hours.
We are also fair weather
players, as this last week
showed with two of us hiding
under the umbrella when the
hail started!
So if you fancy giving it a go
please feel free to pop along,
practise your forehand, catch

up on village news
like planning, saving the bats or
more general topics like who did it
in Broadchurch.
Don’t worry if you don’t have a
racquet as we have access to the
racquets and balls. Also if there is
anyone who’d like to give us some
coaching at a reduced fee or free
we are all very willing students!
We look forward to seeing you.
Bec and Katey.

Cycling for charity at the Festival
Local Barford resident Ian Hogg
is supporting the Barford Field
Festival in June to raise awareness
of his own charity efforts. Ian
is undertaking a triple assent
of Mount Ventoux in France
(famous for being used within
the Tour de France) in aid of the
Warwickshire Air Ambulance.
He is hoping to raise around

£2,000 from his efforts.
Ian will be at the Field all
afternoon and will set up his
bike and turbo trainer on the
field on Saturday 10th June to
raise awareness of his efforts, and
hopefully gain support for the
charity.
He aims to try and complete
a mini version of the challenge
7

on his turbo trainer (ie do 6 or
7 hours in the saddle with folks
collecting donations)
Hopefully you can help Ian on
this challenge by coming along
and encouraging him.
Link to the details page; https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
IanAHogg
Good luck Ian, go for it!
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Barford Family Field Festival Weekend
Join the fun and buy
your ticket now
To celebrate the first anniversary of the re-opening
of the field we are holding a number of events over
the weekend of 9 and 10 June all made possible
with a grant from Big Lottery ’CELEBRATE’ fund.
We have a marquee and stage all booked for the
weekend and our current line up of events is:

provided by
the Barford
Folk Singers, the
Barford “Ensemble”
and then finally the ‘King
George’s Field Players’ - Jazz,
Funk, Soul & Party Band
for all tastes where you can
dance the night away in our
entertainment marquee.
The fun will start at 12noon (food from 2pm). Our
competitions are for all ages and abilities and at
present include :
TENNIS TOURNAMENT – mixed adult doubles
and adult and child doubles competition – to
register your interest in entering email Mark
Griffin by 25th May on info@barfordplayingfields.
org If you don’t have a partner that’s not a
problem. EVERYONE is encouraged to register
for the first tennis tournament on the field,
12noon start, turn up and play
NETBALL MATCH – Barford Netball Ladies plan
to have their first match on this day. Come along
to support or better still have a game yourself
and join the girls!

FRIDAY 9th JUNE
Classical Quartet with cheese,
wine & grapes under the stars
A fun evening with selection of over 15 different
cheeses, biscuits, welcome drink and classical
musical entertainment. There will also be a bar for
anyone wishing to purchase drinks. Seats and tables
are limited so booking in advance essential (tables of
10 can be pre booked). 7.30pm – 10.30pm tickets
£12 per person from Barford Village Shop. Join us for
a memorable evening with all proceeds to Barford
Sports Club.

‘‘

‘‘

Tickets must
be bought in
advance

SATURDAY 10th JUNE

Save the date for
all the family for a
weekend to remember

Sport, live music and a
REAL ALE BAR
Sports competitions throughout the day with face
painter, pig roast, real ale bar. Local entertainment
8

Our thanks to the Glebe Hotel
for supporting us with cooking the food
SIX A SIDE FOOTBALL FINALS – Barford St Peter’s
school will be holding the final matches of their
competition, 1pm start final 5pm
‘BEAT THE BOWLER’ – Come along and test your
batting skills against Doris, our new electronic
cricket bowling machine. Most runs scored in 6
deliveries on the MUGA wins a prize, will you be
the next Ian Botham?
DOG SHOW – bring your four legged friend
along to see who is the best performing dog in
the village this year. Register 12noon-2pm on
the day. Dog Show to start 3pm
BOWLS COMPETITION – the final rounds of
pairs and singles bowls tournament. Depending
on number of entries pre-qualifying rounds may
be played in weeks prior. To register your interest
see Bill Worrall and the bowls club at the MUGA
on the Field every Friday afternoon and early
evening. Who will Barford’s best bowlers be for
this inaugural event?

All the fun starts at 12noon on Saturday, with
competition presentations at 5.30pm. Music and
entertainment is from 6pm onwards. There will
be refreshments, (including ice cream) from 2pm
onwards. To assist with catering we will be offering
discounts on tickets purchased in advance from
Barford Village Shop from May.
Discounted advance tickets are £5 each and
include pork batch and free drink (plus children get a
kiddy goody too, under 14s). Food can be purchased
on the day but priority on food will be given to those
who have bought tickets in advance so availability
will be limited. BUY IN ADVANCE FOR PEACE OF
MIND AND A PIECE OF FOOD AND A DRINK!
Save the date for a family weekend to remember.
Helpers needed on the day please for just a few
hours. Contact us: info@barfordplayingfields.org or
Mark Griffin on 07802 470896.
9
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Bowlers back in business
The new outdoor Barford Bowls
season kicked off (perhaps that
should that be bowled off) on
Friday 14th April. Unfortunately
the weather didn’t respond in a
Spring like way, it was cold and
damp.
But despite this 7 hardy souls
braved the elements and enjoyed
an enjoyable first session.
The quieter attendance has been
partly due to holidays and other
family commitments but it’s only
11 months since we formed as a
group from nothing!

Now we are into May we are
looking forward to better weather
and renewed enthusiasm by all.
We are hoping to start a knock
out competition with the finals to
be played on Barford Field Festival
on 10th June. Whilst we will have
to try to play to some rules the
emphasis is, as usual, having some
fun, watch this space!
Anyone interested in having a
go just turn up on a Friday evening
at 5:30pm and meet near the
store room at King George’s Field
where you will be most welcome.

No experience necessary, no
equipment needed, just a desire to
have some fun!

Kids Summer Activities at the Field
Enjoy bar food and drinks from 12 noon to 11pm every day.
Book your dinner in our conservatory restaurant open from 6:30pm till 9pm.
Relax in our spacious, fully air conditioned lounge bar area whilst enjoying
a pre dinner drink, snack or hot beverage.
For those of you who prefer a lighter lunch, we offer a
range of bar snacks
We offer a comprehensive wine list, choice of draught,
bottled beers, ciders & carefully selected spirits

Contact us on 01926 624 218 or e-mail sales@glebehotel.co.uk
The Glebe Hotel | Church Street | Barford | Warwickshire | CV35 8BS

glebehotel.co.uk

Great news for this
summer’s school holiday
is that we’ve teamed up with
Warwick District Council to host
the Sportszone Activity sessions on
the Field. These supervised activity
sessions will be for children aged

4-7 and will take place on
mornings AND afternoons on
Monday 24th – Friday 28th July
(see advert on page 5).
Demand was high last year and
11

all sessions are on first come first
served basis.
Also we hope to be making
sports equipment available for free
use for families EVERY SUNDAY
in June, July and August from 2.30
– 4.30pm. We invite families to
turn up and enjoy using a whole
range of equipment FREE (tennis,
football, rounders, netball, cricket
and much more).
We need volunteers to help
look after the equipment on a rota
basis to make this happen (NOT
to coach or supervise children).
If you can spare 2 hours on just
1 Sunday afternoon to help make
this happen then we want to hear
from you. We have 15 Sunday slots
to fill ……can you volunteer for 1
or more? If so please contact us on
info@barfordplayingfields.org
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Life at the Field
We’ve had lots of comments, photos and feedback from our
community and we want to share those with you. Please send in
your images via our website and we may use them in future.
Thanks to our advertisers and distributors for making it possible to
get the newsletter delivered FREE to every
household and school pupil in Barford,
Sherbourne and Wasperton.

Do you want to advertise here and reach 1200 readers in households and businesses
of Barford, Sherbourne and Wasperton? Our newsletter is distributed regularly free of
charge. Advertising from only £50 per full page. All proceeds to Barford Sports Club.

Contact: info@barfordplayingfields.org

Festival gets support from Spitfire…
The announcement of Barford
Field Festival has attracted the
interest of Spitfire Bespoke Homes
who are currently building new
homes at their Seven Arches
site in the village. The awardwinning house builder has been
confirmed as sponsors of the
event and the next three King
George’s Field newsletters. Their
financial support and recognition
of our community event is really

appreciated and we are delighted
to have them on board.
Situated just off Bridge Street,
Seven Arches will be a collection
of individually designed new
homes with views down to the
River Avon. The development
will comprise a mixture of luxury
1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 bedroom highspecification homes.
Spitfire’s Marketing Manager,
Mark Swaddle, commented “We
13

are delighted to be supporting the
local community by sponsoring the
upcoming event and newsletters.
The Festival promises to be a great
weekend for the village and we are
proud to be associated with it”.
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What s On at the field
Monday Evenings – Football
from 6.30pm onwards (starting April) – Dads Footy
Workout, adults only social football on the MUGA

Wednesday Evenings – Tennis
6pm – 8pm – ladies tennis mixing. Social tennis for
beginners. No need to book just turn up, equipment
provided

Thursday Evenings – Ladies Netball
6.30pm – 8pm – ladies netball sessions with qualified coach,
£3 per session just turn up to register

Tuesday & Friday Mornings – Fitness Workout
Classes begin at 9.30am every week. Bring your mat and trainers with
Kate from Rebel Fitness. Evening sessions start in May, no need to book.

Friday Afternoons and Evenings – Social Bowls
1.30pm – 3pm and 5pm – 7pm social bowls for all ages and abilities. With 37 local players and
equipment provided there is no excuse not to have a stroll to the MUGA and join in the fun for a slower
pace leading into your weekend

Friday 9th and Saturday 10th June
Barford Family Field Festival

Saturday 15th July

HELPERS NEEDED PLEASE ON
VARIOUS JOBS. Contact us on info@
barfordplayingfields.org The event
needs helpers for 2 hour rotas on bar,
food serving, tent and table set up etc

Barford Cricket Club 6 A Side Festival – BBQ, bar and
refreshments, supporters, players all welcome. Fancy entering a team?
Contact Simon Morgan on alvinsmate@googlemail.com

Wednesday 27th December
Festive walk on the Field, building on the success of our inaugural event
last year, come along and enjoy a brisk walk and chatting to locals!
14
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More from you
“It’s the best park around – we
love it!“ Child, Barford
“I come here nearly everyday
walking my dog Ollie on a lead
around the path which is great
especially in winter. It’s marvellous
just watching the children having
fun and reminds me of being here
in 1969 when my daughter helped
plant a tree near the bench on the
field where I regularly sit.”
Angela Henstridge, Barford
“It’s not just a park as it has
everything with the astro and the
tennis. It was boring before but
now we come here all the time.
Our teachers bring us here for
recreation and science lessons
which we love.”
Sisters, Barford
“It’s really good to come here and

it’s always so clean and friendly.
When my brother is playing
football my dad takes us on the
kids play area or we just sit on
the benches and rest. There’s
something for everyone and we
just love being here with dad
having fun and playing games.
We feel really safe and that is so
important as we enjoy it more.”
Richard, Jamie and Harry Jones
“We walked here everyday
over Easter as a family just to
play and have fun – we love it“
Family, Barford

Contact Information
Barford Sports Club Committee Members
Mark Griffin – Chair
John Murphy – Treasurer
Harry Gadsden – Vice Chair
Simon Morgan – Secretary
Mark Edwards – Chair Barford United Football Club
Paul Harris, Hilary Rhead, Roger Clay, Wendy Barlow, Espen Oshaug, Richard Ganjavi,
Carl Gallagher, Chris Lee, Rob Miatt, Ellie Lees,Tony Baker, Tracey Moore

info@barfordplayingfields.org
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To receive regular news updates by email, log on to our website and book a court or send us
your email details and we will add you to our database.
This newsletter is a free circulation to ALL houses in Barford, Sherbourne & Wasperton and is funded
through support of local fundraising by Barford Sports Club and a grant from Warwick District Council.
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